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Movember 10, 1940

Dear Michel and Annelte,

Wrken George nassed awav, he had two letfters to wvou in his
pocket, stamped and ready to be mailed. The police opened
them, ac they must do in cases of death, and they werz then
niven to me. I do not believe anyone kas read them., 1 &m
enclosing them.

[ am also enclosing a copy of the cbituary which appeared in
The Fdmenton Journal Loday {(November 12) and November 11. I
hope there are no big mistakes.

George enjoyed Lelling me aboul his letters Lo you and LChe
letters vou wrote aim, and he showed me some and read me
same, You really helped to make his life enjowvable awer the
years, particularly the recent times when ke couldn't cet out
a5 much.

There will be a nice 14ittle funeral on Tuesday, Movember 13 in
the same funeral home where France and Bob's fupnerals were
held.

. think we are going to be ahle to get it arranged for George's
remains Lo be buried next to MiTTly's in Lhe Fdmonton Cemetery.
[hat cemetery is pernaps Edmonten's oldest, and has Tong since
been filled. But [ checked and found that there is room for
George's remains in thz plot where Molly's remains rest. Molly
was cremated, and, knowing Gzorge, I am quite certain he would
have wanted the same. He was a wman of the earth., rnever pretenticus
or astentatious. [ have selscted a wooden urn, simople bul nice,
because I don't think he would have wanted a fancy bronze or
marhle ane. 1 am going to go through his kelongincs tadav. and
if there is a Will desiving different, I will certainly follow
his wishes, | have until tonight to Iet the funeral narlor know.
But tkere was never a mention of a Will, or a desire to ke buried
in a vasket, from George. I refrained from discussing death witlh
him hecause he was &lways so0 positive-minded about Tife ancd
health. He always talked about how he was going tc lick his
health problems, and there was never room for any doubt in his
mind. He taught people a lot about keeping pesitive. He rever
quit, and it was one of his many exczptional qualities.

ATl we need for George's remains to be buried next toc Molly's

75 the verbal approval of Molly's son 8lex. . wasn't able to
rach hinw yesterday, but I exoect to today. And I am sure Alex
will want that, toco. He znd his wifz Rose were so appreciative
of the comfort and comaanionship Georye gave Lo Molly afler she
became a widow. Ilhey were a great team, and her death hii George
awfully hard.




ﬂg bru?hers Steve and Tony are coming in from VYancouvar and
Victoria for Lhe fTuneral. We are going to have a nice Tittle

reception at the RenTord Holel, Jjust a couple aof block
the funeral home, afterward. > 5L

There's still a 1ot to co., so I had hetter say 'au revoir'
far now.

God bless you both,

Love

The Edmonton Journal
Novembar 10th 1990.

de SAVOYE, George Charles l

1Ar. Gearge Charkes de Savoye pasaed awmy |
peacafully In Edmaonton on Movernbier 8, 18607
atihe ago of 86 years. %

Gaorge |g survived hy b brodhers. Louls of
warkham, Onfario and Michel of 3a. Foy,
Quabwe; as well s numersus othar relatives
and IHends, Ho was predeceasad by a sistar,
France in 1885 Georga waz an avid ool
doargman.

Funeral Service will be held on Tusaday, Ma-
yembar 13, 7990 at 1:00 p.m at Haineack
and Sen Fumeral Chapel, 10541-61 Avenie,
Edmonton. Gremailon 1o fellow,  Hainstock
and Son Funeral Chopel, 10541-81 Avenue,
Edmonten, entrustd wilh srmngemanta and
cramafion. 422-1749,




i O, ZA ~ 78

_ ’:’f’fmm e

- - 44,.@:5 fillrs - = ;’Dﬁm‘?“ e B :
\f"rm | Aeece Mf‘-’( : EE
- S 1\2,-4-:-7...:.{-_-. — éf—e.re.@:___ _

((ﬂﬂm-{ﬂ Ao e et - vt — C ceen L

U..u{u., «is; Aa-z?c — dows = NL aue, Ne

= e f‘—_—\ ﬁfﬁﬂaéﬁ - -
I - anen L ea_\bbg
77 P DEJLT-&..-:M -E-*-‘n:it el g QT 3

o g et

— raea réd_uL_ @LTE&% Loag=  Alodiemibidy 5=
&P Umﬁd —_

: < Ele_
G) o 7 ﬁwm?"“ "“‘Wﬁc
@ T T

¥ R .




s, ETE e = Y
" --= - ! . |
i B B . /I/L/OU Xt g e — — TR -"x.

4‘/{% / ot ‘ SN .i. xh.____: F
g &«‘;—T : -\ _7—#? PR = ti-'::&——' o
c {TQF‘I 1,.«{..:.4..-2 é_:ﬁ___“_ (:ﬂuﬁf_.g.q'?"

¥

@L—Jﬁhi@ 4].1.:_11.‘4 //‘
- "é? ""‘"""”"T £t o, - /?/Jx
C’.“ld-u:'{. M ,. ” 8 P

M 7-)6”&'—'--"'—“"‘?_-\ & wee Ban T  moes
c:f.ezd AT SO R TSR ST L G

—tt N e H _
fi ..-—'2:1 @mjﬂ;i & « Mﬁﬁ ﬂi:;jgﬂ:__

l:! UL‘;;FZZ’ = Mo DR . --'E*"-'r-w.T

Cﬁﬂ - Lea e [— -

5 mé&-e_ edssic. [/; o Ao & S 0
.

i (Lesrna " 0 7= Za
¥ R e fom 'r’"f’
—~~ W?’( - Wﬁmi olfu
g rlu PR e T o /ft:-_a,_,fe_&

thex ﬁcﬂ‘z“:.:_,...,“













Sead SIT.00 M8

November 17, 1990
Dear Uncle Michel and Aunt Annstte,

Just a note fto let vou know that George's funeral went weall.
Many of his friends attended. Robert and Tina sent flowsrs,
and Pierre phoned to offer his condolences. There was a

nice guest book with an autumn scene on its cover, which I
have saved to go along with an album I am putting together of
George. It will include many of the photos he has kept in
his apartment of family, friends and hunting...all the

things he lowved.

We held a reception after the funeral. It was well atlended
by his friends, and there was much fond reminizcing about
Goordge.

My brotherzs Steve and Tony came to Edmeonton from the west
coast for the funeral. Molly'e granddaughter Maursen Flook
and Molly's grandson Murray Markle were also amondg the
guests who attended. My brothers have gone back homa to
their families now, and I have started scrting out Gzorge's
af fairs.

I am grieving a lot over the loss of Uncle George. I loved
him an awful lot. I have cried a lot since he left, but I

am told that it is part of the process of ewventually

accepting the loss of him. I wish I could have done more for
him, because he always did so much for ne and was always S0
thoughtful. Rut George would rarely let anyone do anything for
him. He was fiercely independent. When I pushed him in
September to move,; he became quite upsst at me. And with the
embarrassment T felt over my problems of the past few years, I
tended to shy away from people, including Geordge, evan though
I knew in my heart that he never condemnsd me. He was always
supportive, although I disappointed him.

I spoke with Dr. J.¥Y. Yeung, G=orge's primary doctor, after
George's dealblh. Dr. Yeung Lold me that Gecrge died
peacefully, and that there was nothing anyeons could have
donec. He told me that akbout a menth ago, a cardiogram taken
of George showed minor changes in his heart. HNothing
gsarionz, according to LUr. Yeung, but that he told George to
be careful. I don't know if George told you about this. He
never did tell ne. Dr. Yeung said he told George that his
tiredness was from his heart. Dr. Yeung told me that George
died from "gilent engina”...not =snough oxygen to his heart.
He =aid that usually psople with that condition feel pain,
but no so with George. He just felt tirad.

Dr. Yeung told me that Gzorge would have died from this
condition wherever he was...in a nursing homs, a hospital,
anywhere. He said that many people die from this right in
hospitals. He said that it was actually better for George to
have been 1iving 1n the apartment as he 414. Walking stairs




wags actually good for George, Dr. Yeung said, because with
the condition George had, the more movement the better.

Dr. Yeung alsc said that the medical examiner (coroner) had
told him that George died peacefully, that he had nc

dif ferent expression on his face, nothing to dencte pain.

I went to the medical examiner's ollfice, and Lhey alsa

tnld me that George died peacefully from his heart giwving
cut .

Eoth Lr. Teung and the medical esxaminer's office gaid

George's death was sudden. I am glad [or Gecrge's sake.

T am al=zo glad that he did not have to endure lengthy pain
like my father, who was on life support for a month and =
half. Cecorge prized his health. It was very important

to him. He kept assuring me that he was cn the road to
licking the health problems about which I am sure he communi-
cated to you, and which didn't appear ta be 1ife threatening
although they stayed with him to the end. He had stopped losing
weight. His weight had remained constant the last few monthe,
Seeing his weight stabilize, I kelieved he was not getting any
worse, and it came as & shock vhen he passed away- It was
only in the final 2-3 weeks that he was willing to conslder
moving. But he wouldn't congider gn apartment or a senior's
home, and insisted on the final decision. I talked to
Edmonton Home Care and phoned a number of housing peossibili-
ties. He died before anything further could be done. Iun
retrospect, if I had succeeded in moving him and then he
passed away, I would have felt guilty that the move caused it.

For everything Gecrge did [or me, I feel that the least I
can do 1s act as executor of his estate. I want nothing
from it other than the fond memories T hawve of George. I
will keep you posted, and any input you wish to make will be
appreciated.

Tots of 1ave,

D




Al B = F T

i~
|'||

NHovember 23, 1890
Dear Uncle Micnel,

I hope this Tetter finds you and Annette well., We have had a
Tot of snow in Edmonton the last 24 hours and it has gotten
cold.  But the forecast 1s warmer,

[ have a bit of a problem, Michel. I located a Will of George's
dated July, 1983, in which he wills that he wanls his remains

to be crenated and his ashes buried at his (and your) mother's
gravesite, with a bronze plaque on her stane next to his (your)
father's plague.

[ have tried to arrange this with the Holy Oross Cemetery whera
your mother is buried and your father's cremated remains are
buried in the same gravesite. However, Holy Cross (Tike all
Catholic cemeteries in Edmontaon), will anly 21low one person's
cremated-remains to be buried in the same gravesite as a
regular burial.

The rule is that in cne gravesite, there can be: (1) one regular
tcoffin) burial, but not two coffins: (2) one regular burial

and one cremated sSurial; (3) two cremated burials. [ have

Lried everylhing I can think of to have George's crematad
remains buried in the same gravesite, but without success.

Ihe same rules also prohikit the bronze plaguc George wanted

to be placed on your mother's monument, next to your father's,

This Teaves two options as T see it:

1) George's remains can be buried in Holy Cross Cemetery
in a separate cremation plot nearby to your mother and father's
lacross the road, rear Lhe Take); or

2) His remains can be buried in the (non-Catholic) tdmonton
Cemetery in the same gravesite where his dear friend Molly
Markle was buried a few years agoc, There 45 a monument cn that
aravesite which was orioginally erected for Molly'cs late hushand
Jack, who predeceased her. Molly was added to that monument
after she passed away. George's remains can be buried in that
same gravesite because the non-Catholiec cemeteries in Edmonton
allow more than two people's remains to be buried in the same
gravesite.

[ checked with Edmonten Cenztery and they said it was okay.
Before it could bhe done, permission was needed from Molly's
son Alex Markle, which he guickly gave. He Lhoughkt it was an
excellent idea.

I did not discuss burial arc:any aspect of 1a Will with George
before his passing. Partly it was due to his passing heing
sudden, and partly because of his never talking akout dying,
only about 1ife and health., The problem now is trying to
decide what George would have wantad, had he known he could not

{over)



he huried with his mother. lWould he have wanted te Le as clase
to her as he could be? If not the same gravesite, at leact the
same cemetery? Or would he have chosen to be buried in the same
gravesite as Molly? He regularly went %o her gravesite, and

he planted flowers thers every spring. When the meintenance
stafif cut them down while mowing the grass, Georgs would plant
new Flowers,

The difficulty | have with burying George's rcmains next to
Molly's is the fact thet Molly's husband Jack is alse buried
there. and his name is or the monumernt with Molly's. Gearge
would have a sepavate marker, te be sure. Eut would he have
felt right to think he would be in tke same gravesite? Hould
ne have felt a bit outnof place? George had a lot of pride.
[ tend to think he might have felt that way.

[f you neve any thoughts on this difficult ouestion, 1 would
love to hear them.

[n other news, Michel, when I was &zt fizorge's anarliant cledring
Lite day afller nis funeral, a phone call came from Edwidge Gogin.
She is the daughter of Alice Paulhus, who is vour and George's
first cousin (I know you already know that, what with wour
knowladge of the de Savoye fawily treel. I r=call Georae having
communicated with you about her, Edwidge phoned ta offer her
synpathy at George's passing. She had been unzbhle to make it to
tke funeral. MWe had a good chat, and I am going to go aver to see
her anc look at and talk about the photos she says she has. She
said she had talked previously witk Georde. She Tives at 11403-
42 Avenue, only & hlocks from where | lived when vou and Annette
visited in 1988 when vou were here for the reunion. She says that
her mother, who is 87, lives in Frince Albert, Saskatchewan.

Lots of love to you and \nnette, and a very happy holiday
sedason.

: :_"r. -{) .__(-




P.0. Box RANRHA
Circle Square P.O.
Ednornton, AB TEL 474
December 5, 1990

Dear Uncle Michel,

Thanks for taking the time to consider my letter regarvding
Geoprge's burial. And Lhanks, also, for your thoughtful
conments, {Tae fact that vou agreed wita ny thoughts

only made your comments that much morve thouchtful).
Seriously, taough, 1t was a difficult decision, and it
reaiiy heiped to have vour finput.

[ made a mistake when [ told vou that vour dad's {(my
Grand-pere)] ashes weren't buried until 1986. You were
awfully polite to have not corrected me an the fact that
his ashes were buried in 1963 after his passing, and it
was the bronze marker that was erected in 1986,

fis [ mentioned, I received a nice letter from Louis'

son Faul a few days ago. Paul wrote that he was surprisad
by the news of Georgse's passing, &5 he alwavs thought

that George would live forever. He said Lkal Georye
~always kept in touch on a regqular hasis. "which always
included his sense of humor.," It seems that all three aof
you brothers {uncles) were blasssed with senses of humour.
I will always remember Louis' wit and his charming arin.
The grin shows up perfectly ia the photos [ have in one

of my albums of Louis playing nockey in the summerlime in
the back yard of the University cempus house. And of course
there's your trick pnaotocraphy with all the props and
costumes, your daxterity with puns, and vour general sense
of humour. Did all three of you take special caurses in
humour? If so, where can [ sign up?

Love,

> 4"
i ol BT



Ste-Foy, August 7th 1291.

bear Alex,

Annette and I Lrust that all goes well for wou, and
that you have quite recovered vour usual state of good health. ..
and this because, on your June last birthcay card of greeling
Lo us, vou mentioned Chal wvou had been hospitalized, rocovering

from an operation.

Here in Ste-Foy we have had very fine summer weatheor,
much warmer than we usually have. Indeed, if ocur months of May and
June were quite sunny and warm, the manth of July was really
Lorrid! And generally wilh high humidity! It wa= a bibt too much of
a good thing. It would seem that Lhere is a warming of world
alimate, causing unusual excesses in earlbh phenomena just aboul

evervwhers,

I musf =ay thal, as time goes on, we miss Ceorge
more and merc. Since brobher Louis suffers lrom Alvsheimer disease,
Feorge was Lhe sole remaining member of ocur family generation
with whom I could communicate. The frequent lelters thal we ex-
changed provided us wilth constant mutua! interests. also, we would
tackle and solve, on paper, mo=t of the world's grcatest politiecal

and Tfinancial problems!

I can't begin Lo exoress all of our appreciation,
as you have beoen most generous of your time and cnergies in acting

as exscutor of GCeorge's estate.

Naturally, this task always comprises of a multitude
of details, mosl of which requires the sorting out and retention

of essential items and souvenirs. And then. their disposition?

Have you been cut of poecket, Alex, in the conduct
of your work? If so, T would wish to foot sueh expense. It on Lhc
contrary the estate has shown a surplus, how Lo dispose of it

amongsh Ceorue's several nephews?



(2)

As a personal =zouvenir of my brother, T would Like
Lo hawve Ceorge's will, dated July 1989, or simply a phoLocopy
Lhereot. Also. il and when possible. a snapshot of George's

gravezite plague (in Holy Cross Cemetery 7) would be apprecisled.
It would be wvery kind of vou, Nlex, in keeping me
posited. And, in olosing for now, Annette joins me in sending

vyou bwo tons of our personal and sinoere affection.

With love,
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GEORGE CHARLES de SAVOYE
Décédé a Edmonton le B8 novembre 1990.
Enterré a4 gquelques dixaines de métres de ses parents

au Cimetiére Heoly Cross., a Edmonton.

(15230-8t.Albert Trail., Edmonton.)




